Law and Society - Sociology 4250 FA

Fall 2007: Wednesdays 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

RB 3047

Dr. Rachel Ariss   RB 2043  343-8792   

Email: rachel.ariss@lakeheadu.ca

Office Hours Weds 1 - 2, and Thurs 11:30 - 12:30

Course Description:  This course will examine different theoretical approaches to the relationship between law and society, and the connections between social change and legal action. Specifically, we will analyze the role of public inquiries in addressing breaches of the law and social problems through the reports from the Maher Arar Inquiry and the Ipperwash Inquiry.

Course Materials:

Byron Sheldrick, Perils and Possibilities: Social Activism and the Law. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 2004.


Additional articles available through WebCT or on reserve at the library
Course Evaluation:  


Class Participation:


10%


Reading Journal:



30%

October 17


Group Presentations:


30%  
November 21


Individual Essays:


30%

December 3
Class Participation is essential to this course as there are few lectures. Most of our learning takes place through actively discussing and critiquing the readings and the issues raised by them. Come to class prepared to discuss what you find interesting in the readings. Ask questions. Find an interesting passage to focus on. Connect weekly readings to previous readings. 

Read Material Before Class and Always Bring Readings to Class!

Keep a Copy of All Assignments!
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is when you copy word-for-word a portion of someone else's written work without crediting the author. If you are using one or more sentences written by someone else in your assignments, you must put quotes around them and provide a full citation to the author. This includes textbooks. You will receive zero on an assignment if any part of it is plagiarized, and your name will be reported to the Dean of Social Sciences and Humanities. 

See “IX Academic Dishonesty”, Lakehead University Calendar 07/08.
Details re: Group Presentations and Individual Essays will be given out in class.

Weekly Reading Schedule:

September 12:  Introduction to Law & Society – Explanation of Group

Projects on Maher Arar and Ipperwash Inquiries 

· Each week between Sept. 19 and Oct. 10, we will spend a short amount of class time on the group projects – each group beginning to read through its own report and organizing itself into areas of responsibility – most of each class will be taken up by discussion of readings 

September 19:  Law and Social Change

Sheldrick, ch. 1 “Introduction” and ch. 2 “Social Movements and Law”, Michael McCann, “Law and Social Movements” in Austin Sarat, ed. The Blackwell Companion to Law and Society (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2004) pp. 506-522   On Reserve in Library


Inquiry Projects: Divide Into Groups

September 26:  Law and Power


Sheldrick, ch. 3 “Regulating Dissent” and ch. 4 “The Politics of Rights” 

Laura E. Gomez, “A Tale of Two Genres: On the Real and Ideal Links between Law and Society and Critical Race Theory” in Austin Sarat, ed. The Blackwell Companion to Law and Society (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2004) pp. 453 - 470. On Reserve in Library
Inquiry Projects: Reviewing the Facts in the Maher Arar Inquiry and in the Ipperwash Inquiry

October 3:  Using the Law


Sheldrick, ch. 5 “Going to Court” and ch. 6 “The Administrative State”;
Patricia Monture-Angus, “Theoretical Foundations and the Challenge of Aboriginal Rights” in her Journeying Forward: Dreaming First Nations’ independence (Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 1999) On Reserve in the Library
Inquiry Projects: Work Through Tables of Contents, Divide into

Areas of Responsibility

October 10:  Public Inquiries


Everyone Read: Kent Roach, “Canadian Public Inquiries and Accountability” in Philip C. Stenning, Accountability for Criminal Justice (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1995) pp. 268-293. On Reserve in Library
Ipperwash group read: R. Centa and P. Macklem “Securing Accountability Through Commissions of Inquiry: A Role for the Law Commission of Canada” (2001) Osgoode Hall Law Journal 39: 117 – 160, On Reserve in Library

Maher Arar group read: Gus Van Harten, “Truth Before Punishment: A Defense of Public Inquiries” (2003) Queen’s Law Journal 29: 242-282, On Reserve in Library

Inquiry Projects: Work Plans for Next Weeks

October 17, 24, 31 and November 7 and 14 
– Reading Journals Due Oct. 17 
During these weeks, we will use class time for your group meetings to discuss progress, analysis, commentary and methods of presentation. I will actively facilitate both groups.

Oct. 17 - review Inquiries Act R.S.C. 1985, c. I-11 (Canada) On WebCT and Public Inquiries Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. P.41 On WebCT
November 21:  Group Presentations

November 28: Debriefing

December 3: Final Individual Essays Due

Reading Journals:

A Reading Journal is a recording of your response to the readings. What does this reading make you think about? What questions does it raise or answer for you? How do you connect it to other readings in the course? These questions are only potential starting points - I would like to see your thoughtful engagement with the author’s perspective and analysis.

Your Reading Journal should focus on 4 readings, one from each week. No more than 2 of the total may be from Sheldrick, and the Canada and Ontario Inquiries Acts are excluded.

Your Reading Journal should be 6 pages long, typed, double spaced. Your response to each reading should take most of a page, but some readings will inspire a stronger response than others. Begin a response each week when reading – this will help you participate in class. You can review the readings and polish your responses later. If you don’t have much to say, choose a different reading.

You will be marked on understanding of and engagement with the text, thoughtfulness, conciseness and writing style.

